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A sustainability rating tool 

EnviroDevelopment is a national sustainability rating 
tool developed in 2006 by the Urban Development 
Institute of Australia Queensland (UDIA Qld). It provides 
independent verification of the sustainability 
performance of a property development project. 

A marketing and communication tool 

Certification under EnviroDevelopment provides access 
to a suite of consumer-based materials provided by 
EnviroDevelopment to help market the project to 
prospective buyers and communicate the sustainability 
initiatives of the project with clarity and easily 
recognised branding.  

The UDIA and EnviroDevelopment will also assist in 
promoting the project’s sustainability achievements to 
the development industry, enhancing the developer’s 
brand and reputation. 

An introduction to 
EnviroDevelopment 

A corporate reporting tool 

When used across a portfolio of projects, 
EnviroDevelopment can be used as a quality assurance 
tool to provide evidence of consistency and increasing 
achievements in a company’s sustainability 
performance indicator. 

A reference guide 

All the assessment requirements are freely available 
from the EnviroDevelopment website. The tool can 
therefore be used as a reference source or guide 
without undertaking the certification process. 

What is EnviroDevelopment? 



 

2 | esc Consulting—EnviroDevelopment (October 2016) 

Technical Standards 

A project is assessed against the national Technical 
Standards which set out the criteria to be achieved. The 
Standards have been tailored for various types of 
developments ranging from subdivisions to health/aged 
care. There are nine project types defined but the 
EnviroDevelopment team is more than willing to 
consider a type not currently addressed and provide an 
appropriately tailored version of the Standards for it. 

The Standards were developed and are reviewed every 2-
3 years by a large team of subject matter experts 
including developers, ecologists, landscape architects, 
engineers, planners, urban designers, architects, 
economists, product suppliers and other industry bodies. 

The Elements 

The assessment is undertaken across six areas (or 
Elements) of a project. They are: Ecosystems, Waste, 
Energy, Materials, Water and Community. Each element 
has a set of mandatory requirements but for some 
specific areas the Standards allow a choice (e.g. you need 
only meet 5 out of the 7 requirements provided). 

How does EnviroDevelopment work? 
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Flexibility 

Performance based criteria require achievement of an outcome (e.g. 20% reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions). EnviroDevelopment is not prescriptive and does not mandate a methodology or 
product. The solution is left up to the project in how to achieve it. It allows for flexibility and 
innovation as every project is different. However there are standard practices for achieving the 
outcomes. 

Credibility 

The certification process under EnviroDevelopment is a third party independent assessment of the 
sustainability credentials of the project. Achieving certification provides credibility for marketing to 
potential buyers and when reporting to key stakeholders on the delivery of sustainability-related 
policies. 

Cost of Certification 

The fees for certifying under EnviroDevelopment represent value for money. The fees are set on a 
sliding scale based on the number of lots, units or square meterage of a project depending on the 
type of development being undertaken. The minimum fee is $3,000 and maximum $17,500 (ex GST; 
current as at October 2016). These fees may be low compared to other rating systems; however this 
does not mean that achieving certification is any easier. 

Timing 

Certification can be completed at the detailed design phase of a project and does not have to wait 
until construction is completed. In this instance, it is highly likely that conditions will be applied to 
the certification and these will be verified over time. Certification is valid for one year only, and a 
recertification process reviews the conditions as well as any changes to the basis of the original 
certification. Note that certification for an element may be withdrawn if the conditions were not 
achieved. 

The Benefits 
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For more information 

Visit 
EnviroDevelopment website: 
www.envirodevelopment.com.au 

 

Contact us 

Valerie Bares 

E: Valerie.bares@escconsulting.com.au 

M: 0435 083 346 

 

Rikki Pieters 

E: Rikki.Pieters@escconsulting.com.au 

M: 0400 798 298 

 

Web: www.escconsulting.com.au 

How we can help 

Advisory Service 

Esc Consulting offers an advisory service for those 
developers wishing to embark on their 
sustainability journey but are not sure where to 
start. The service is provided on a as-needed basis 
to suit the requirements of the client. Typically esc 
Consulting would present the details of 
EnviroDevelopment at an initial meeting with the 
developer and possibly some of the project 
consultants. Follow on meetings would be run to 
discuss specific Elements or initiatives  which the 
team is considering. 

Certification Service 

For developers wishing to seek certification through 
EnviroDevelopment, esc Consulting can provide the 
administrative skills to prepare the submission and 
gather all the supporting documentation to lodge 
an application. The service includes liaising with the 
EnviroDevelopment team to respond to any 
requests for additional information until completion 
of the certification process. 

 


